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Searching for Minnesota’s Native Wildflowers, Phyllis Root and Kelly Povo  

By Sally Wizik Wills, co-owner, Beagle and Wolf Bookstore, Park Rapids, MN 
 
In 1949, my grandfather inherited the family homestead in Wright County from his 
bachelor Norwegian farmer uncle. The property, located off a gravel road, consisted of 
13 acres with a small farmhouse and two outbuildings. The house featured kerosene 
lanterns, an icebox, and a woodburning stove. A hand pump and outhouse were 
outdoors. 
 
Our family began an intense love affair with the property, which we called “the ranch.” 
The land included an orchard, wetlands (which we called “the swamp”), a meadow, 
and woodland. It all seemed exotic to city kids and, as we grew, we had the run of the 
property. 
 
Exploring with my brother and on my own was wonderful, but my most treasured 
memories are of tramping the property with my grandmother. Her particular interest 
was sleuthing out the wildflowers which were abundant on the property. She 
introduced me to trillium, jack-in-the-pulpit, blue flag, lady’s-slipper, violets in several 
colors, milkweed, black-eyed Susan, red columbine, and many more. 
 
Throughout my life, I’ve retained the interest in wildflowers which my grandmother 
instilled in me. However, I no longer have a companion to sleuth them out with me, and 
to share their names and information about them. I’ve become adept at using most 
guidebooks, but for some reason, I’ve struggled to use wildflower guidebooks. For years, 
I’ve wondered about the name of a yellow flower which grows on the property where 
our cabin is located. Guidebooks have pages and pages of yellow flowers, but I could 
never find the one I was looking for. 
 
Enter Phyllis Root and Kelly Povo and their new book with the unwieldly title of Searching 
for Minnesota’s Native Wildflowers A Guide for Beginners, Botanists, and Everyone in 
Between. Root and Povo are friends who have spent ten years exploring Minnesota in 
search of wildflowers. The resulting book is not a typical guidebook. Instead, they offer 
themselves as companions on the search for wildflowers, sharing their preparation, field 
notes, and the help they received along the way. The book is divided into ten habitats, 
which include Big Woods, North Shore, Prairie, and Minnesota Wetlands. The sections 
move throughout the year, from early spring in Big Woods to autumn in Prairie Fall. The 
flowers they found in each habitat are listed alphabetically by common name, 
although they note that many flowers are found in more than one habitat. Each 
wildflower is accompanied by one of Povo’s stunning photographs. Her goal was to 



take a portrait of each wildflower, and she’s succeeded magnificently. At 7.25” x 8.25”, 
the book is larger than other field guides, but well worth the effort of carrying along.  
 
Searching for Minnesota’s Native Wildflowers gives me the companion on my wildflower 
walks that I’ve been without since I was a girl wandering the property on “the ranch” 
with my grandmother. Oh, and that yellow flower I wondered about? It’s a Large-
flowered bellwort. 
 
Phyllis Root and Kelly Povo will be at Beagle and Wolf Books & Bindery on May 26 at 
noon. They’ll present a program about their book and sign copies. 
 
Ran in the Enterprise on May 26. 


